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Vietnam Veterans Of America Legacy 

The Founding Principle was a simple yet profound response to the treatment of newly       

inducted veterans. 
Looking ahead, the question of longevity arises. We can’t deny the inevitable and must 

acknowledge our individual and organizational mortality.   

We need to pause and reflect. 

 How will we be remembered? 

 What will be our legacy? 

 How do we prepare for the inevitable? 

 What decisions need to be made? 

 When do we begin the process? 

 

  -Marsha Four, VVA Vice President 

vva788.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Miller-Blumenthal Veterans Health Care and Benefits Act of 2016 

 

On Friday, December 16, 2016, President Obama signed into law H.R. 6416, the Miller-

Blumenthal Veterans Health Care and Benefits Act of 2016.       

This new law also included provisions of the Toxic Exposure Research Act of 2015, Vietnam 

Veterans of America top legislative priority. 

This legislation, a necessary first step, will lay the groundwork for the research we need on the 

health of our children and grandchildren, whom we believe have been impacted by exposures 

during our military service—and in keeping with our founding principle, this legislation will ensure 

that our newer veterans will not have to wait 50 years for answers. 

 

VVA thank Senators Moran-KS and Blumenthal-CT for introducing the bill in the Senate S.901 

and Representatives Benishek (MI-1) and Honda (CA-17) for introducing the bill in the House 

H.R. 1769 and their colleagues on both sides for ensuring that this bipartisan legislation was  

enacted into law. 

VVA also thanks everyone who made the long journey with us by writing letters making phone 

calls and mobilizing your family and friends in support of passage of this bill.  Because of your 

support the Toxic Exposure Research Act of 2015 was signed into law by the President of the 

United States. 
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Executive Summary 

The 2016 National Drug Threat Assessment is a comprehensive strategic assessment of the 

threat posed to the United States by the trafficking and abuse of illicit and prescription drugs.  

This report combines federal, state, and local law enforcement reporting; public health data; 

news reports; and intelligence from other government agencies to provide a coordinated and 

balanced approach to determining which substances represent the greatest drug threat to the 

United States.  

Over the past 10 years, the drug landscape in the United States has shifted, with the tripartite 

opioid threat (controlled prescription drugs, fentanyl, and heroin) having risen to epidemic levels, 

impacting significant portions of the United States.  

While the current opioid crisis has deservedly garnered significant attention, the                    

methamphetamine threat has remained prevalent; the cocaine threat was in a state of steady 

decline, but appears to be rebounding; and due in part to the national discussion surrounding 

legalization efforts, the focus of marijuana enforcement efforts continues to evolve.  

Drug poisoning is the leading cause of injury death in the United States. Drug poisoning deaths 

are currently at their highest ever recorded level and, every year since 2009, drug poisoning 

deaths have outnumbered deaths by firearms, motor vehicle crashes, suicide, and homicide.     

In 2014, approximately 129 people died every day as a result of drug poisoning. 

Read More > https://www.dea.gov/resource-center/2016%20NDTA%20Summary.pdf 



 

 

 

 

Research shows that the most effective way to help someone with a substance use problem 

who may be at risk for developing a substance use disorder is to intervene early, before the   

condition can progress.  

With this recognition, screening for substance misuse is increasingly being provided in general 

health care settings, so that emerging problems can be detected and early intervention provided      

if necessary.  

The addition of services to address substance use problems and disorders in mainstream health 

care has extended the continuum of care, and includes a range of effective, evidence-based      

medications, behavioral therapies, and supportive services.  

However, a number of barriers have limited the widespread adoption of these services, including 

lack of resources, insufficient training, and workforce shortages.  This is particularly true for the 

treatment of those with co-occurring substance use and physical or mental disorders. 

Chapter 4 in FACING ADDICTION IN AMERICA provides an overview of the scientific evidence 

supporting the effectiveness of treatment interventions, therapies, services, and medications     

available to identify, treat, and manage substance use problems and disorders. 

 

Read More > https://addiction.surgeongeneral.gov/chapter-4-treatment.pdf 

 

 

CHAPTER 4 

EARLY INTERVENTION, TREATMENT, AND             

MANAGEMENT OF SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS 

The good news is that a spectrum of effective         

strategies and services are available to identify,    

treat, and manage substance use problems and     

substance use disorders. 


