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A big THANKS to Belgrade Boy Scout Troop 636 for your service at this year’s Vietnam            

Veterans of America Pancake Breakfast for Veterans at the Bozeman Senior Center.  

"NEVER SHALL ONE GENERATION OF VETERANS ABANDON ANOTHER" 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Military treatment of PTSD, depression falls short  

Shefali Luthra                                                                                                               

Kaiser Health News  

 

The military's health program falls significantly short in providing mental-health care to service 

members, according to a Rand study. 

The study focuses on depression and post-traumatic stress disorder, the two most common 

mental-health conditions experienced in the armed services. 

It finds some good news: The Military Health System, which is operated by the Defense          

Department, is effective at contacting active-duty personnel diagnosed with one of the            

conditions.  

In addition, a vast majority of those diagnosed with PTSD or depression receive at least one 

session of talk therapy, the study finds. In that regard, the military system outperforms civilian 

health services. 

But the system faces difficulties ensuring that patients continue with treatment, either by          

continuing to see a psychotherapist or following up with a doctor after being prescribed         

medication. 

"It's essential to provide excellent care for these service members because of how much we      

ask of them," said Kimberly Hepner, the study's lead author and a senior behavioral scientist at 

Rand. 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AVVA Agent Orange Remembrance Pin 

 

The Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America originally designed the Agent Orange              
Remembrance Pin as a memento to give to widows, widowers, families and friends of victims      
of Agent Orange related cancers and illnesses.  

Today, it is also meant to be worn to show our support, and to be a means of remembering to 
keep them in our thoughts and prayers. 

The heart shape symbolizes the love we have for our Vietnam Veterans, who have given so 
much for our country. 

The Broken crack in the heart shows the heartbreak that so many have endured due to the      
exposure to deadly dioxins. 

The orange tear symbolizes the tears that are still being shed each day by our Veterans, their 
families and children, due to the lingering effects more than fifty (50) years later. 

Please wear this pin in honor of those who have suffered, and continue to suffer, the effects of 
Agent Orange exposure. The effects are multi-generational and are difficult to bear. 

Each time you pin this to your lapel, take a moment to remember those who suffer today, and 
those who will suffer for generations to come. 

 

If you would like to order the pin, go to: 

http://www.avva.org/forms/AOPinOrderForm_fill.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Military Dogs during the Vietnam War 

The Vietnam War saw a big increase in the use of dogs in direct combat roles. Jungle patrols 
were very limited in what the soldiers could see and hear, even more so at night. Their dogs  
were invaluable in extending the senses by the much superior canine ability in hearing, smell 
and sight. 

During the Vietnam War, the U.S. Army Infantry Center, Headquarters Detachment Scout Dog  
(at Ft. Benning, GA) supervised handlers and dogs for the scout dog training program with two 
attached platoons, the 26th Infantry Platoon (Scout Dog) and the 51st Infantry Platoon (Scout 
Dog). The 51st IPSD was later split to equip and man the newly activated 58th Infantry Platoon 
(Scout Dog). The 58th deployed to Vietnam in February 1968. 

Scout dogs were trained for jungle combat in a twelve week course that started with obedience 
and then taught voice and body signals. They were trained to alert differently for the scent of a 
living person or an inanimate but unfamiliar object. There was specialized training for daytime    
or night scouting, detecting tunnels, mines, trip wires and booby traps, and guard duty. 

Some dogs were specialists in one skill while others were cross-trained to perform in multiple 
tasks.  Dogs were used for detecting enemy infiltrations into airfields and base camps, alerting  
on snipers and ambushes, sniffing out hidden enemy base camps, locating enemy underground 
tunnel complexes, and finding hidden caches of enemy weapons, food, and medical supplies. 

 

1969: Muzzled sentry dogs and their handlers head back to the base after patrolling the perimeter 
of a U.S. Naval outpost in Da Nang, Vietnam, during the Vietnam War. 

http://olive-drab.com/od_history_vietnam.php


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The book contains the words of enlisted women and officers—other than nurses—who served  
in Vietnam during the war. The extensive databases and indices in this work are guides to this 
historical cornucopia containing the contributions of hundreds of female veterans. 

Readers will discover a wide spectrum of jobs and combat zone tales, from humorous to tragic. 
Women served as physical therapists, switchboard operators, clerk typists, journalists,             
nutritionists, comptrollers, and staff Judge Advocates, among many other jobs.  

Many of the accounts  recall the same February 18,1968, night attack when the Viet Cong blew 
up the ammo dump at Long Binh.  

 

 

 

This encyclopedic volume is a valuable      

in-depth history told in the words of 

women who served in the Vietnam War 

from 1962-1972.  

 

A book team of twenty members               

collaborated in producing Women              

Vietnam Veterans: Our Untold Stories       

by Donna A. Lowrey, who served in          

Vietnam from 1967-69.   


