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Helping Veterans, Communities and Those Serving in Harm’s Way 

In 1997, a small group of Vietnam Veterans formed a local chapter of the Vietnam Veterans of 

America to meet the needs of veterans and military families in Gallatin County and surrounding    

areas. 

Since then, the Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 788 (VVA 788), has promoted and             

supported a full range of issues important to veterans through their Veteran Outreach Program.  

This has been accomplished through education, philanthropy, and countless hours of volunteer   

service. 

VVA 788’s Veteran Outreach has included helping local veterans in crisis, volunteering at the       

Bozeman Warming Center, Hope and the Holidays, Salvation Army Bell Ringing, visiting with       

Bozeman Lodge Veteran Residents, providing a Veteran Scholarship at Gallatin College,             

participating in Veteran’s Day Activities in schools throughout Gallatin County, and fund raising     

for a Veteran’s Cemetery in Bozeman. 
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Washington, D.C. – On November 30, 2017, Montana Congressman Greg Gianforte announced the           

recipients of the 2017 Montana Congressional Veteran Commendation, a unique recognition of Montana   

veterans who served our country and continued their service in their communities. 

“I am humbled to represent a state with such a large veteran population, and I am honored to recognize       

14 exemplary veterans with the 2017 Montana Congressional Veterans Commendation. Their service and 

sacrifice for our country as well as their continued dedication to improving our communities merit special 

recognition in Congress,” Gianforte said. “On behalf of all Montanans, I thank them for their selfless service  

to country and community.” 

Gianforte created the annual Montana Congressional Veteran Commendation in 2017 to recognize            

outstanding Montana veterans who have honorably served our nation and our communities. In October,  

Gianforte asked Montanans to help him identify nominees for the award. The 14 recipients of the Montana 

Congressional Veteran Commendation will receive a special commemorative flag flown over the U.S.        

Capitol in their honor on Veterans Day. 

 

Montana Congressional Veteran Commendation Recipients:  

 Richard “Dick” Allgood of Big Sky – U.S. Air Force; Vietnam War 

 Gene Bell of Belgrade – U.S. Marine Corps; World War II 

 William “Bruce” Charles of De Borgia – U.S. Air Force; Vietnam War 

 Richard Gale of Bozeman – U.S. Marine Corps; Vietnam War 

 Gary Germundson of Scobey – U.S. Army and U.S. Army Reserve; Vietnam War 

 Theron “David” Gertz of Butte – U.S. Navy; 1986-1990 

 Michael Lawson of Butte – U.S. Marine Corps; Vietnam War 

 Phillip Lyons of Butte – U.S. Navy and U.S. Navy Reserve; World War II and Korean War 

 Daniel Ritter of Bozeman – U.S. Marine Corps; Operation Restore Hope 

 Frank Stoltz of Miles City – U.S. Army Air Corps; World War II 

 Kevin Strickler of Belgrade – U.S. Marine Corps; 1983-1986 

 Kyle Sukhbir of Livingston – U.S. Army; Operation Enduring Freedom 

 Loice “L.A.” Trotter of Libby – U.S. Army Air Corps; World War II 

 Stanley Watson of Forsyth – U.S. Marine Corps; Vietnam War 



 

“A Vietnam War Panel: Our Story”  

On November 8, 2017, local veterans and community members who lived through the Vietnam War            

reflected on their experiences during a panel discussion that was held at the Museum of the      

Rockies’ Hager Auditorium.  

Montana State University Vice President for Student Success, Chris Kearns, lead the discussion 

and audience members were invited to write down questions for the panel, which Kearns then 

asked during the discussion.  

The event was inspired by the PBS documentary, “The Vietnam War: A film by Ken Burns and Lynn 

Novick,” according to Joseph Schumacher, director of MSU Veteran Services.  

“A Vietnam War Panel: Our Story” was hosted by MSU Veteran Services, Montana PBS and        

Vietnam Veterans of America, Southwest Montana, Chapter 788.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treatment for Veterans  

Veterans comprise almost 10% of Montana’s population (99,034 total), the highest per capita in            
the nation.106 Most veterans in the state of Montana are under the age of 55.107 Over twenty-one 
thousand veterans in Montana receive disability compensation (22%) and 50,178 are enrolled in the        
Veteran’s Administration (VA) health system (50%).  

The VA operates 15 clinics across Montana including 11 primary care clinics, 1 healthcare center, 2 
telehealth clinics and 1 VA hospital with an attached ambulatory care clinic. At any of these 15 clinics, 
veterans can receive a Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Assessment from a licensed substance use 
treatment provider, either in person or via telemedicine, to determine the level of treatment they require. 
Once assessed, veterans are referred to a range of residential and outpatient treatment options within 
the VA system as appropriate.  

At Fort Harrison in Helena, the VA operates a 12-bed residential SUD treatment unit. Veterans can   
also be sent to residential units in Sheridan, Wyoming or Hot Springs, South Dakota as well as to           
a variety of specialized SUD treatment facilities across the country (e.g. facilities specializing in                 
co-occurring personality disorders). Those in need of less intensive treatment can access outpatient 
SUD services which the VA operates in Helena, Missoula and Great Falls. All VA treatment services  
are built around a collaborative treatment planning model and use a team approach to care that takes 
into consideration the unique needs of each veteran, including co-occurring mental health concerns  
and histories of trauma. Medication Assisted Treatment is also available through the VA system. 

Montana has three Veteran’s Drug Treatment Courts, housed within the Judicial District Courts in         
Missoula, Billings and Great Falls. A fourth Veteran’s Drug Treatment Court is under development         
in Bozeman. These courts provide support for veterans involved in the justice system for crimes        
secondary to addiction. Veteran’s Drug treatment courts are unique in that they connect veterans          
to treatment and supportive services such as housing through the VA, but also connect each participant 
with a mentor in their community who is also a veteran. These mentoring relationships can prove vital  
in supporting individuals with SUD as they work through sustained recovery. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Montana Veterans Affairs 

Goals of the Division: 

  Establishing a statewide network of service for discharged veterans and their families. 

 Providing services and assistance for all Montana veterans, and surviving spouses and   
dependents in coordination with associated federal and state agencies, veterans' services 
organizations, private organizations and individuals. 

 Continuing education and assistance for the general public, governmental agencies and 
elected officials regarding veterans' services, programs, initiatives and policy. 

 Administering, operating and maintaining Montana's state veterans cemeteries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Montana Veterans Affairs website:  http://montanadma.org/montana-veterans-affairs 

VA Service Offices 

Belgrade: (406) 388-4601 

Billings: (406) 248-8579 

Butte: (406) 533-0910 

Great Falls: (406) 452-2265 

Havre:  (406) 265-4225 

Helena:  (406) 495-2082 

Kalispell:  (406) 755-3795 

Lewistown:  (406) 538-3174 

Miles City:  (406) 232-1203 


