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Enrique (Kiki) S. Camarena was born on July 26, 1947 in Mexicali, Mexico. He graduated from 

Calexico High School in Calexico, California in 1966, and in 1968 he joined the U.S. Marine Corps.  

After serving in the Marine Corps for two years, he joined the Calexico Police Department as a 

Criminal Investigator in 1970.  

In May of 1973, Kiki started working as a Narcotics Investigator with the El Centro Police             

Department. He stayed with the El Centro P.D. until June 28, 1974 when he joined the Drug        

Enforcement Administration. 

On February 7, 1985, DEA Agent Enrique “Kiki” Camarena left his office in Guadalajara, Mexico  

to meet his wife Mika for lunch.  Five armed men appeared at Kiki’s side and shoved him into a 

car.  That was the last time anyone but his kidnappers would see him alive. 

Shortly after Kiki's death, Congressman, Duncan Hunter, and high school friend Henry Lozano 

launched Camarena Clubs in Kiki's hometown of Calexico, California. Hundreds of club members 

including Calexico High School teacher David Dhillon wore red ribbons and pledged to lead drug-

free lives to honor the sacrifices made by Kiki Camarena and others on behalf of all Americans. 

"I'm only one person, but I want to make a difference." 



 

 

 

 
 

FACT SHEET 

The Red Ribbon Campaign is the oldest and   

largest drug prevention program in the nation, reaching   

millions of young people during Red Ribbon Week. 

 

WHAT IS RED RIBBON WEEK?  

It is an ideal way for people and communities to unite and take a visible stand against drugs. Show your 

personal commitment to a drug-free lifestyle through the symbol of the Red Ribbon, October 23 - 31st. 

WHY? 

The Red Ribbon Campaign was started when drug traffickers in Mexico City murdered DEA agent        

Kiki Camarena in 1985. This began the continuing tradition of displaying Red Ribbons as a symbol of           

intolerance towards the use of drugs. The mission of the Red Ribbon Campaign is to present a unified  

and visible commitment towards the creation of a DRUG - FREE AMERICA.  

WHO?  

National Family Partnership is the sponsor of the National Red Ribbon Week Celebration. They are      

helping citizens across the country come together to keep children, families and communities safe,   

healthy and drug-free, through parent training, networking and sponsoring the National Red Ribbon    

Campaign. 

WHY SUPPORT THE NATIONAL THEME?  

A theme unifies each year’s campaign and helps to broadcast one message, creating a tipping point to 

change behavior.  

redribbon.org 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Veterans Against Drugs 

A collaborative effort of the American Legion and Vietnam Veterans of American to reduce      

underage drinking, excessive drinking, tobacco use, and illegal drug use throughout Montana. 

 

What you don’t know you don’t’ know. 
 

 Here in Montana, underage drinking is a serious public health concern. Alcohol remains the number      

one drug of abuse for Montana's youth. 

 In 2016, results from the statewide Prevention Needs   Assessment Survey of 10,810 students in 

grades 8, 10 and 12 revealed that 13.9 percent of 8th graders, 31.9 percent of 10th graders, and 44.4 
percent of 12th graders had used alcohol within the past 30 days 

 Vaporizer Pens (E-cigarettes) have become the new way for drug users to not only get high, but do it 

discreetly – at times right under the noses of police, parents, and teachers. 

 Spice (K2) refers to a wide variety of herbal mixtures that produce experiences similar to marijuana 

(cannabis) and that are marketed as “safe,” legal alternatives to that drug.  

 A newly popular method of marijuana use is smoking or eating different forms of THC-rich resins   

extracted from the marijuana plant is on the rise.  Users call this practice “dabbing”.  Users have used 
butane to make extracts at home have caused fires and explosions and have been seriously burned. 

 The “one pot” meth manufacturing process has been around for several years, but as a vehicle to 

making meth, this method has grown briskly across America over the last couple of years. 

 Drugs are the leading cause of accidental death in this country. Fatal overdoses surpassed shooting 

deaths and fatal traffic accidents years ago. 

 Epidemiologists in several states blame the increasing number of drug-related deaths on greater use 

of heroin and synthetic opioids, such as fentanyl.  

http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/pressroom/heroin_deaths.pdf


 

Reducing Substance Abuse 

The Risk and Protective Factor Model of Prevention is a proven way of reducing substance abuse and      
its related consequences. This model is based on the simple premise that to prevent a problem from     
happening, we need to identify the factors that increase the risk of that problem developing and then      
find ways to reduce the risks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Risk factors are characteristics of school, community and family environments, and of students and their 
peer groups known to predict increased likelihood of drug use, delinquency, school dropout, and violent 
behaviors among youth. 

For example, children who live in disorganized, crime-ridden neighborhoods are more likely to become in-
volved in crime and drug use than children who live in safe neighborhoods. 

Protective factors exert a positive influence and buffer against the negative influence of risk, thus reducing 
the likelihood that adolescents will engage in problem behaviors. 

Protective factors identified through research include strong bonding to family, school, community and 
peers, and healthy beliefs and clear standards for behavior. 



 

 

 

 
 

National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day 

October 22, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gallatin County  Law & Justice Center 

615 South 16th Avenue Bozeman, Montana 

10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

 

The National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day aims to provide a safe, convenient, and               

responsible means of disposing of prescription drugs, while also educating the general public 

about the potential for abuse of medications. 

 

 


