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A celebration to honor America’s veterans for their patriotism, 

love of country, and willingness to sacrifice for the common good.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 8, 1954, President Dwight D. Eisenhower issued the first "Veterans Day           
Proclamation" which stated:  

"In order to insure proper and widespread observance of this anniversary, all veterans, all     
veterans' organizations, and the entire citizenry will wish to join hands in the common purpose. 
Toward this end, I am designating the Administrator of Veterans' Affairs as Chairman of a     
Veterans Day National Committee, which shall include such other persons as the Chairman 
may select, and which will coordinate at the national level necessary planning for the              
observance. I am also requesting the heads of all departments and agencies of the Executive 
branch of the Government to assist the National Committee in every way possible."  

Veterans Day is largely intended to thank LIVING veterans for their service, to acknowledge 
that their contributions to our national security are appreciated, and to underscore the fact that 
all those who served - not only those who died - have sacrificed and done their duty.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“FLYING SIGNS” 

The HRDC’s Warming Center, Bozeman’s only seasonal homeless shelter, organized its 6th 
Annual “Flying Signs” Fundraiser to support the center’s services on Saturday, October 21st. 

Volunteers displaying “Flying Signs” were posted around Bozeman at high traffic locations    
collecting donations. This fundraiser serves as an excellent opportunity to promote increased 
awareness of the issue of homelessness in Gallatin Valley and surrounding areas and the role 
of the Warming Center in providing a safe and secure place to stay for those desperately in 
need. 

Individuals or groups of volunteers who served in three hour shifts were vital to the success of 
this key fundraising event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Korth, Vietnam Veterans of America Southwest Montana, Chapter 788 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The National Drug Threat Assessment provides a yearly assessment of the many                                  

challenges local communities face related to drug abuse and drug trafficking. 

 

2017 NDTA Findings of Note:  

 Controlled Prescription Drugs (CPDs) have been linked to the largest number of overdose deaths of 

any illicit drug class since 2001. Although abuse has lessened in some areas, CPDs are still used by 

more people than cocaine, heroin, MDMA, methamphetamine, and PCP combined.  

 Heroin poses a serious public health and safety threat to the United States. Overdose deaths, al-

ready at high levels, continue to rise. The increased mixing of heroin with analogues of the highly-

potent synthetic opioid fentanyl and other synthetic opioids has exacerbated this situation.  

 Fentanyl is increasingly mixed with diluents and sold as heroin, often with no heroin present in the 

product. Fentanyl also continues to be made more widely available in the form of counterfeit pre-

scription pills marketed for illicit street sales.  

 The methamphetamine threat has remained prevalent. Inbound seizures of methamphetamine from 

Mexico have increased every year since 2010, but domestic production has declined.  

 The cocaine threat continues to rebound. Cocaine availability and use have increased significantly, 

partially due to record increases in coca cultivation and cocaine production in Colombia, the primary 

source for the cocaine market in the United States.  

 New Psychoactive Substances (NPS), manmade products that mimic the effects of controlled sub-

stances, continue to be a challenge. The NPS most commonly abused in the United States include 

synthetic cannabinoids and cathinones, which are available from China and packaged into a variety 

of forms domestically. Traffickers continue to modify NPS’ chemical formulas to create new sub-

stances to circumvent regulations and expand their market.  

 Marijuana production in the United States has increased and the national discussion surrounding 

marijuana enforcement efforts continues to evolve. User demand for concentrated forms of marijua-

na has continued.  

 Mexican cartels remain the greatest criminal drug threat in the United States. The cartels are the 

principal wholesale drug sources for domestic gangs responsible for street-level distribution. The 

Sinaloa Cartel maintains the most expansive footprint in the United States while the Jalisco New 

Generation Cartel has increased its presence across the United States.  

 

*Prepared by Rick Gale, Montana Chairman, Elks Drug Awareness Program 
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Veterans court part of the debt we owe 

It was great news to learn that Bozeman Municipal Court has won a $400,000 to fund a veterans       
treatment court for three years. It probably should have happened sooner. 

Montana State University has gained national recognition for programs to help veterans complete their 
education and reintegrate into society after their experiences in war. The publicity surrounding that has 
attracted veterans here from all over the country and clearly established the need for this kind of a court. 

Veterans convicted of crimes will be eligible for the program, which includes a team of law enforcement 
and court officers who will tailor a plan to suit the needs of each individual. That plan will include   
physical and mental health care and housing and vocational support. And each veteran will be paired 
with another mentor veteran who will give them the kind of connection they need to get back on the 
straight and narrow. 

Veterans are challenged by a special kind of problems associated with exposure to combat. Those can 
include substance abuse and traumatic injuries as well as invisible injuries like post-traumatic stress    
disorder. These veterans have made great sacrifices in the services of their country, and we owe them  
the best chance possible to succeed now that they have returned home. 

MSU has has established a Veterans Support Center that serves nearly 600 veterans of the combat       
operations in Afghanistan, Iraq and other parts of the world. In addition to helping them with their      
educational needs, the center helps veterans negotiate the often arcane processes they must go through   
to secure the government educational benefits they have earned. 

Despite the best intentions of program participants, some veterans will find themselves in trouble with 
the law. When that happens, they deserve every opportunity to recover and get their lives back in order. 

Bozeman Municipal Judge Colleen Herrington is commended for her efforts to secure the grant from   
the Bureau of Justice Assistance and get this veterans court off the ground. It may provide just the kind 
of second chance some of our veterans need. 

 

 

 

 


