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Exposure Wars: The long, connected and continuing fight for                   

accountability. 

Fifty years after the Vietnam War, VA still dodges Agent Orange claims despite federal court         

rulings and a mountain of scientific evidence.  

Since their first encounter with nuclear weapons tests in the 1940s, U.S. service members have been          

exposed to atomic radiation, toxic defoliants and choking burn pits, among other contaminations that,        

while slower-acting, are often just as lethal as bullets and bombs. In each of these situations, the government 

response to afflicted veterans’ needs for information, acknowledgment and health care has been even slower 

decades of denial, followed by begrudging but limited acceptance and bureaucratic skepticism.  

In this second article of a three-part series, The American Legion Magazine examines the long  fight to      

provide health care and benefits for veterans exposed to Agent Orange – a battle that continues for many   

former service members who are suffering the consequences of the massive toxic herbicide campaign     

without help from VA.  

Read More >  

https://www.legion.org/magazine/242263/exposure-wars-long-connected-and-continuing-fight-accountability 

After returning from service          

in Vietnam, Alton Haley          

experienced numerous health        

problems, including heart        

disease, high blood pressure, 

and pressure neuropathy . 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VA MISSION ACT OF 2018 

 

The VA MISSION Act, the law directs the VA to combine a number of existing private-care          

programs, including the so-called Choice program. 

The law also creates a commission to recommend which VA facilities are worth repairing, where 

new ones should be built, and which ones should be closed and care provided in the private sector 

instead. 

The measure includes some incentives to help the VA hire more health care providers. It allows    

the agency to provide scholarships to medical students in exchange for their pledging to work at 

VA. Currently some 33,000 positions are unfilled at the agency. 

In addition, the law provides pre-9/11 veterans with benefits to help cover the cost of in-home    

care-givers. Such benefits previously were provided only to post-9/11 veterans. 

The VA also will be allowed to set up pilot programs under the law to test how to deliver better 

care more efficiently, including with public-private partnerships. 

 

Read more about the VA Mission Act of 2018 

https://veterans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/va_mission_act_summary.pdf 



"To compassionately serve and strengthen individuals by                                                                                            
empowering them to build healthy and happy lives."  

 

Veteran Services 

Volunteers of America of the Northern Rockies is actively committed to serving our nation’s        
Veterans. They provide several programs that are designed to address the needs of our Veteran 
population and are working hard to assist in accomplishing the Veterans Administration's goal      
to eliminate homelessness amongst Veterans.  
 
Volunteers of America provides services that are directed to Veterans of all military campaigns; 
from Vietnam to Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan.          

They are active in providing services to Veterans who have become homeless since serving in       
the military. Because many conditions do not become apparent until after our Veterans are           
discharged from service, it is possible for men and women to be out of the service for up to          
ten years before realizing they need help. Therefore they stand poised to offer their assistance.  

 

VOA Bozeman                                                                                                                                                  
104 E Main ST STE 213                                                                                                                  

Bozeman, MT 59715 

(844) 486-2838  

 

Learn more about VOA Veteran Services:  https://www.voanr.org/veteran-services 



The Elks are committed to their mission, “So long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and       
Protective Order of Elks will never forget them.”  

The Veterans Service Commission takes that pledge one step further, and promises service to 
our nation's veterans and military members, with a special focus on service to those in need. 

Thousands of Elks volunteers give generously of their time, energy and resources to serve       
veterans and military members each day, to ensure that pledge is not an idle one. 

Today, volunteers provide direct service to veterans in more than 330 facilities each month.  

Through grants to Elks Lodges, They connect with veterans and military members in their       
communities, providing them with services where they live.   

They help veterans rehabilitate and thrive through adaptive sports programs and therapy kits.  

And their Welcome Home Initiative is reaching out to some of our most vulnerable veterans: 
those who are experiencing homelessness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learn more about the Elks National Veterans Service Commission:  https://www.elks.org/vets/ 

Elks National Veterans Service Commission 

SERVING OUR NATION’S VETERANS  



  
Bozeman Elks Lodge #463 

Flag Day Retirement Ceremony 
June 14, 2018  

  

The United Sates Flag Code provides uniform guidelines for the display of and respect shown         
to the flag. 

The U.S. Flag Code states that, “the flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting em-
blem for display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning.” Thus, when a flag is 
torn and tattered beyond repair, it’s time for it to be retired. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.senate.gov/reference/resources/pdf/RL30243.pdf

