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Montana VA Town Hall Meeting 

On September 20, 2018, the Montana Office of Veterans Affairs held a Town Hall Meeting at the          

Bozeman American Legion Post #14 to address local veterans’ concerns.  

Montana VA says the goal of the Town Halls, which are held throughout the state, is to better serve      

veterans by providing information about services and benefits that the organization offers. Sometimes, 

that also means addressing the problems veterans have faced with the VA. 

Kathy Berger, who served in the Air Force, is now the director of Montana’s VA Health Care System.     

According to Berger, sometimes strong responses can be par for the course. But these town halls are  

vital for both veterans and management.  

The Montana VA Health Care System serves over 47,000 enrolled veterans in the state of Montana. 

Those veterans are cared for by a staff of 1,200, over a third of whom are veterans.  

 

Source:  ABC Fox Montana                                                                                                                                           

By Rachel Louise, Reporter 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VVA Urges Congress to Take Action  

Help us Keep Our Promise to Our Afghan Military Allies 

September 19, 2018 

 

The Vietnam Veterans of America, along with four veterans service organizations, urged Congress to    

take action to grant asylum to our Aghan military allies whose lives are in danger as a result of their loyal 

service to our nation’s military,” said John Rowan, VVA National President.  

“Since the founding of our nation, immigrants have played a vital role in the U.S military, and they’ve been 

a tremendous part of what makes America great -- one only needs to see the number of immigrants whose 

names are etched into the black granite of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial,” said Rowan. “After recent  

reports of a purge of immigrants from the military and the bureaucratic strangling of service-for citizenship 

programs, the time has come for to fix this mess, once and for all.”  

In a letter sent to members of the House and Senate, Vietnam Veterans of America--together with Iraq  

and Afghanistan Veterans of America, High Ground Advocacy, Veterans for American Ideals, and No one 

Left Behind--called on members of Congress to allocate four thousand visas through the Afghan Special 

Immigrant Visa (SIV) Program, for those who served alongside U.S. troops at great personal risk. The 

Congress has the opportunity to allocate the visas in the State and Foreign Operations Appropriations Bill 

for Fiscal Year 2019, which may be passed in the coming weeks.  

In 2009 Congress passed the Afghan Allies Protection Act. The visas allotted in the act allowed wartime 

allies in Afghanistan to resettle in the United States. The Afghan program has consistently been amended 

and extended in order to provide haven to those supporting the ongoing mission in Afghanistan. In the last 

three years, Congress has authorized 10,500 more visas for Afghan wartime allies, either through the    

National Defense Authorization Act, or the Consolidated Appropriations Act.  

 

 

 

 

 



"So long as there are Veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them."  

 

POW/MIA Remembrance Day Service 

Bozeman Elks Lodge #463 

September 21, 2018  

POW/MIA Recognition Day is commemorated on the third Friday of every September, a date that's not  
associated with any particular war.  

In 1979, Congress and the president passed resolutions making it official after the families of the more 
than 2,500 Vietnam War POW/MIAs pushed for full accountability. You Are Not Forgotten – that's the      
central phrase behind the POW/MIA remembrance movement which honors America's prisoners of war, 
those who are still missing in action and their families. 

The point of POW/MIA Recognition Day is to ensure that American remembers to stand behind those who 
serve and to make sure we do everything we can to account for those who have never returned.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEA National Prescription Drug Take Back Day 

Gallatin County Law & Justice Center 

October 27, 2018 

10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

 

The National Prescription Drug Take Back Day aims to provide a safe, convenient, and                             

responsible means of disposing of prescription drugs, while also educating the general             

public about the potential for abuse of medications.  

Now in its 9th year, National Prescription Drug Take Back Day events continue to remove           

ever-higher amounts of opioids and other medicines from the nation’s homes, where they         

could be stolen and abused by family members and visitors, including children and teens.  

DEA launched its prescription drug take back program when both the Environmental Protection 

Agency and the Food and Drug Administration advised the public that their usual methods for   

disposing of unused medicines-flushing them down the toilet or throwing them in the trash-posed 

potential safety and health hazards.  

 

Prescription Drug Back Location:  The Gallatin County Law and Justice Center is located on 

S.16th Street.  Take S. 19th to Dickerson Street and turn east. 


