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"Never Shall One Generation of Veterans Abandon Another"

God Bless America
God Bless America, land that I love.
Stand beside her and guide her
Through the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans white with foam
God Bless America, my home sweet home.
God Bless America, my home sweet home.

The Vietnam War, reconsidered
By William Stearman
Forty-one years after the Vietnam War ended, we are still troubled by what some call the only
U.S. military defeat in history in a war described as “unwinnable.” Since then, suggestions of
U.S. military intervention anywhere have evoked cries of “no more Vietnams.”
Unfortunately, we have failed to view this war from a historical perspective, which has clouded
our perception of what actually resulted from it.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower must surely have had this in mind when he was asked at
a 1954 press conference about the strategic importance of Indochina (Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia) for the free world. He described the “falling domino” principle, whereby the start of
disintegration there could lead to “the loss of Indochina, of Burma, of Thailand, of the (Malay)
Peninsula and Indonesia.” He added that Japan, Formosa (Taiwan), the Philippines, Australia
and New Zealand “would also be threatened.”
Eisenhower’s domino theory was pooh-poohed by a number of people at home, but given the
perilous, unstable conditions in Southeast Asia, it was taken seriously by leaders there as well
as in Australia and India – and by leaders in Hanoi and (then) Peking. China’s famed Marshal
Lin Piao said in September 1965 that the defeat of “U.S. imperialism” in Vietnam would show the
people of the world “that what the Vietnamese people can do, they can do, too.”
Read More: http://www.legion.org/magazine/233034/vietnam-war-reconsidered

VA Admits 25,000 Veterans Received Improper Brain Injury Screening
Almost 25,000 veterans were examined for traumatic brain injuries by Veterans Affairs medical
providers who were not qualified to diagnose them, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has
admitted.
Since 2007, VA guidelines have required one of four specialists -- psychiatrists, physiatrists,
neurosurgeons or a neurologists -- to diagnose traumatic brain injury in patients. These
specialists generally have the most experience with the symptoms and treatments of traumatic
brain injury (TBI). However, according to a VA statement, the VA “issued a series of guidance
documents that created confusion regarding the policy,” and led to more than 24,000
examinations conducted by unqualified medical personnel.
In response, VA Secretary Robert McDonald granted "equitable relief" to all of those affected,
a policy that will allow veterans to undergo new TBI exams, conducted by a qualified specialist,
and receive disability benefits for diagnosed TBIs from the effective date of the original claim.
The VA will send a letter, a draft of which was obtained by ABC News, to each of the affected
25,000 veterans.
“You are receiving this letter because your initial TBI exam was not performed by one of these
specialists,” the draft reads, “and we are offering you the option to undergo a new TBI exam by
an appropriate specialist.”

Read More >
http://abcnews.go.com/US/va-admits-25000-veterans-received-improper-brain-injury/story?id=39734423
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