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"Never Shall One Generation of Veterans Abandon Another"

This year's "Day of Caring" honoredllllll our Service Men and Women

“DAY OF CARING”
May 19, 2016
Sponsored by the National Honor Society of Belgrade High School
This year's "Day of Caring" honored our Service Men and Women

Guest Speaker: Colonel Greg Gadson
900 kids performed Service Projects throughout the community following the rally at the Special
Events Center.
VVA Chapter 788 was one of the sponsors of “Day of Caring”

Vietnam Veterans Honored in Ceremony at
American Legion Post #14 in Bozeman, Montana

Rick Gale/VVA 788 NEWS

Adrian Sanchez-Gonzalez/Bozeman Daily Chronicle

On Saturday May 28th, Congressman Ryan Zinke hosted a pinning ceremony at the Bozeman
American Legion to honor and thank Vietnam War Veterans by presenting them with 50th
Anniversary Commemorative Lapel Pins.
“Today is about saying thank you and recognizing your commitment to this country.” Zinke said.
Veterans were presented with a pin celebrating their service, as well as a commemorative letter
from President Barack Obama.

Our own VVA Chapter 788 member and Purple Heart recipient David Chung also gave a brief
speech. Chung, who has worked for the Department of Veterans Affairs Center for Minority
Veterans, praised Montana’s support for servicemen and women.
“The veteran community here is the best I’ve seen in all my travels. I commend the people of
Montana on how they treat their vets.”
Chung called on fellow Vietnam veterans to act as teachers for younger generations.

50th Anniversary Commemorative Lapel Pin

“Above and Beyond”
58,000 replica dog tags honor fallen Vietnam War veterans at the Harold Washington Library in Chicago.

The 410-square-foot dog tag exhibit greets visitors from above the escalator at the Harold
Washington Chicago Public Library, 400 S. State St., now through April 2020.
It is the only memorial other than The Wall in Washington, D.C., that lists every individual killed
in Vietnam.
Each dog tag lists a service member’s name, military branch and date of death.
A multimedia kiosk allows visitors to search — by name or hometown — of those memorialized
in the exhibit.
Information includes full names, dates of death, hometowns and — in most cases —
a photograph.
Just like The Wall in Washington, the dog tag exhibit adds names each year as verified by DoD.
READ MORE > http://www.legion.org/honor/231462/58000-dog-tags-honor-vietnam-war-dead

PRESS RELEASE
Vietnam Veterans of America, National Institute of Corrections Release New Publication
on Veterans Treatment Court
“When troops return home from a combat zone, they are forever changed, even if they have never

suffered a physical injury or wound,” said John Rowan, National President of Vietnam Veterans of
America (VVA). “Far too many of these newly minted veterans get caught up in the criminal justice
system, with their past service dismissed, and their future options sadly diminished.”
“Today, however,” Rowan noted, “Veterans Treatment Courts offer hope to these men and women that
had been unavailable to veterans of previous wars and conflicts.” First established by Judge Robert
Russell in 2008, these courts now number over 300. Vietnam veteran Patrick Welch, of VVA Chapter 77
in Erie County, New York, continues to play an integral role in the Buffalo Veterans Court. Along with
Judge Russell, he has overseen the evolution of this court into what is now a national model. Said Welch,
“the Veterans Treatment Court model represents the most profound change in the attitude of our criminal
justice system towards veterans in the history of this country.”
Today, the National Institute of Corrections will release Veterans Treatment Courts: A Second Chance
for Vets Who Have Lost Their Way, a publication based on a series of interviews that explore the topic
of these diversionary courts. Conceived by Greg Crawford, corrections program specialist for the National
Institute of Corrections, a division of the federal Bureau of Prisons, this publication is written and edited
by Bernard Edelman, deputy director for policy and government affairs for VVA, with the assistance of
Dr. Tom Berger, executive director of VVA’s Veterans Health Council.

Veterans Treatment Courts: A Second Chance for Vets Who Have Lost Their Way tells the story of
those who have been intimately involved in the founding and the operation of these courts, the veterans,
judges, veterans advocates, and treatment professionals who are engaged in the fight to ensure a
second chance for vets who find themselves caught up in the criminal justice system.
To learn more about veterans’ initiatives at the NIC, visit the National Institute of Corrections at
www.nicic.gov/veterans.

CHAPLAINS CORNER
Our VVA and AVVA membership both past and present are utmost important to our organization and the
rich history they bring. Our members who have died have not been forgotten and remain as integral part
of the history of Vietnam Veterans of America and Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America.
These men and women have made what VVA and AVVA is today and continues to be. It in this vein,
that we want to honor their memory and legacy by publishing their obituary narratives as they have been
collected and written.
Some are more complete than others depending on the information that was provided to the National
Chaplain. It is the intent of this site to post all the narratives that have been collected since we started
publishing the TAPS column.
Please note that we did not start TAPS column at the beginning of our organization but only many years
later and there will be many whose names will not appear but their memory nevertheless lives on.
Please remember these men and women who have given so much to make VVA and AVVA what it is
today – “one generation of Veterans not leaving another behind.”

Father Phil Salois, M.S.
VVA National Chaplain
https://vva.org/chaplains-corner/

