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VVA Calls on DoD to Stand Up for Immigrant Recruits, Troops, Veterans, and
their Families for Good of National Security
Over the past 13 months, there have been a series of disturbing reports about immigrant service
members, veterans, and families facing broken promises, uncertainty, and threats of deportation. The
hampered Military Accessions Vital to the National Interest program has left the military short on critical
positions, including doctors and translators. The threat of deportation of military spouses while their
husbands and wives deploy is a serious threat to readiness and the mental well-being of troops and their
families.
“If America continues to break promises made to the men and women who have stepped forward to
defend our nation with their own lives, soon conscription may be the only means of building a fighting
force to preserve our independence and American way of life.”
John Rowan, President of Vietnam Veterans of America

Read More > https://vva.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/VVA-Press-Release-18-16.pdf

VA Maintaining Systems and Strengthening Integrated Outside Networks Act

Reforms Community Health Care


Establishes one community care program that allows veterans and their doctors to choose where to
get health care.



Streamlines the process for veterans to access community providers.



Creates new standards for faster reimbursements to private providers who care for veterans.



Requires stronger accountability and transparency to ensure government contractors that administer
the VA's community care are meeting the terms of their contractual requirements.



Strengthens safety measures and guidelines for private providers to prescribe opioids to veterans.

Strengthens VA Health Care


Provides greater recruitment, retention and relocation incentives so that the VA can attract and maintain
high-quality providers.



Increases the amount the VA will reimburse medical professionals for education debt reduction.



Removes barriers for veterans to access telehealth care, including mental health, closer to home.



Incentivizes medical residents and providers to work at rural, tribal and underserved VA facilities.



Develops criteria to identify underserved medical facilities and incentivize medical professionals to complete their residencies in rural areas.



Establishes mobile deployment teams to provide additional care at the highest-need VA facilities.



Recruits medical scribes to assist physicians so that doctors can focus on serving veterans, and not
filling out paperwork

Learn More > https://veterans.house.gov/uploadedfiles/va_mission_act_summary.pdf

Opioid Overdose Prevention
Drug overdose deaths are on the rise nationally and are the third leading cause of injury-related
death in Montana, accounting for 1,334 deaths between 2003 and 2014.
The rate of opioid overdose death in Montana was just below the national average of 5.5 per
100,000 in 2013-2014, at 5.4 deaths per 100,000.
Montana Opioid and Substance Use Disorder Issues:


Since 2000, the rate of prescription drug overdose deaths has doubled, with more than
7 deaths from prescription opioid overdose alone.



For every 100 Montanans, there are 83 painkiller prescriptions written annually in the state.



In 2015, over 15% of high schoolers in Montana reported having taken a prescription
medication without a prescription in their lifetime.

In 2016, the Montana Injury Prevention Program (MIPP) received funding from the Prescription
Drug Overdose: Data-Driven Prevention Initiative (DDPI) Grant for three years.
The DPPI plan was developed through the Montana Opioid Strategic Planning Task Force,
which was formed in November of 2016. This diverse group includes over 90 stakeholders
from over 50 different agencies including law enforcement, public health professionals, medical
personnel, and non-profit workers.
The MIPP brought together state agency programs and external partners to develop a
comprehensive and statewide prescription drug overdose and abuse prevention plan.
The DPPI plan focuses on six key areas: Partnerships, Prevention and Education, Treatment,
Monitoring, Community Resources, and Law Enforcement.
Learn More > https://dphhs.mt.gov/publichealth/emsts/prevention/opioids
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The Veterans Alliance of Southwest Monntana have started fundraising efforts after creating a
nonprofit organization and receiving authorization to create the Southwest Montana Veterans
Cemetery within Bozeman’s Sunset Hills Cemetery to build a small service shelter and the first
columbariums to hold urns.
Sunset Hills is the perfect place for the cemetery’s location because it already includes two
memorial walls — a replica Vietnam Memorial and the All Veterans Memorial Wall — and the
area becomes a focal point of veterans events over Memorial Day and Veterans Day.
Burial in the Southwest Montana Veterans Cemetery will be paid for by death benefits from the
Veterans Administration, meaning families won’t have to spend any of their own money to include
their loved ones in the cemetery.
In addition to the service shelter and the columbariums, the veterans cemetery will also have
areas for four-by-four plots that will have uniformed government-issued headstones.

Schematic Design for the Veterans Columbarium Plaza
at Sunset Hills Cemetery in Bozeman, MT.

2017 Montana Congressional Veteran Commendation Recipients

2018 Montana Congressional Veteran Commendation
Nominations
Our veterans and their families have sacrificed so much in the defense of our freedoms and
our way of life. After their military careers, many of our veterans have continued their service by
helping others in their communities.
The Montana Congressional Veteran Commendation, which Congressman Gianforte started in
2017, recognizes outstanding Montana veterans who have honorably served both our nation and
our communities.
Congressman Gianforte seeks nominations for the 2018 Montana Congressional Veteran
Commendation.
To be considered for this award, the nominee must reside in Montana.
The deadline to nominate a veteran is September 3, 2018.
Recipients will be announced in September.

Nomination Form > https://gianforte.house.gov/veteran-commendation
For more information regarding the Montana Congressional Veteran Commendation, contact Mike
Waters, Congressman Gianforte’s Director of Veterans and Military Affairs, at (406) 969-1736
or Mike.Waters@mail.house.gov.

